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destiny, | lodged thee in that pit; but caretaking availed not." Then he took the crown of the kingship and set it on his son's head and caused the folk and the people swear
fealty to him and commended the subjects to his care and enjoined him to justice and equity. And he took leave of him that night and died and his son reigned in his
stead..?STORY OF THE THIEF AND THE WOMAN..? ? ? ? ? Like the full moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, Slender of shape and charming all with her
seductive air..? ? ? ? ? My clothes of sendal are, my veil of the sun's light, The very handiwork of God the Lord Most High..64. Haroun er Reshid and the Three Girls
dcli.Now the Persian had a mameluke, (201) as he were the full moon, and he arose [and went out], and the singer followed him and wept before him, professing love to
him and kissing his hands and feet. The mameluke took compassion on him and said to him, ‘When the night cometh and my master entereth [the harem] and the folk go
away, | will grant thee thy desire; and | lie in such a place.' Then the singer returned and sat with the boon-companions, and the Persian rose and went out, he and the
mameluke beside him. [Then they returned and sat down.] (202) Now the singer knew the place that the mameluke occupied at the first of the night; but it befell that he rose
from his place and the candle went out. The Persian, who was drunken, fell over on his face, and the singer, supposing him to be the mameluke, said, 'By Allah, it is good!"
and threw himself upon him and clipped him, whereupon the Persian started up, crying out, and laying hands on the singer, pinioned him and beat him grievously, after
which he bound him to a tree that was in the house. (203).When it was the seventh day, the seventh vizier, whose name was Bihkemal, came in to the king and prostrating
himself to him, said, "O king, what doth thy long-suffering with this youth advantage thee? Indeed the folk talk of thee and of him. Why, then, dost thou postpone the putting
him to death?" The vizier's words aroused the king's anger and he bade bring the youth. So they brought him before him, shackled, and Azadbekht said to him, "Out on
thee! By Allah, after this day there abideth no deliverance for thee from my hand, for that thou hast outraged mine honour, and there can be no forgiveness for thee.".68.
Haroun er Reshid and the three Poets ccclxxxvi.When the Khalif heard this, her speech pleased him and he strained her to his bosom. Then he went forth from her and
locked the door upon her, as before; whereupon she took the book and sat looking in it awhile. Presently, she laid it down and taking the lute, tightened its strings. Then she
smote thereon, after a wondrous fashion, such as would have moved inanimate things [to delight], and fell to singing marvellous melodies and chanting the following
verses:.Then said the king, "How long wilt thou beguile us with thy prate, O youth? But now the hour of thy slaughter is come." And he bade crucify him upon the gibbet. [So
they carried him to the place of execution] and were about to hoist him up [upon the cross,] when, behold, the captain of the thieves, who had found him and reared him,
(141) came up at that moment and asked what was that assembly and [the cause of] the crowds gathered there. They told him that a servant of the king had committed a
great crime and that he was about to put him to death. So the captain of the thieves pressed forward and looking upon the prisoner, knew him, whereupon he went up to
him and embraced him and clipped him and fell to kissing him upon his mouth. Then said he, "This is a boy whom | found under such a mountain, wrapped in a gown of
brocade, and | reared him and he fell to stopping the way with us. One day, we set upon a caravan, but they put us to flight and wounded some of us and took the boy and
went their way. From that day to this | have gone round about the lands in quest of him, but have not lighted on news of him [till now;] and this is he.".The crown of the
flow'rets am I, in the chamber of wine, ii. 224..As | sat one day at the door of the prefecture, a woman entered and said to me privily, "O my lord, | am the wife of such an
one the physician, and with him is a company of the notables (114) of the city, drinking wine in such a place." When | heard this, | misliked to make a scandal; so | rebuffed
her and sent her away. Then | arose and went alone to the place in question and sat without till the door opened, when | rushed in and entering, found the company
engaged as the woman had set out, and she herself with them. | saluted them and they returned my greeting and rising, entreated me with honour and seated me and
brought me to eat. Then I informed them how one had denounced them to me, but | had driven him (115) away and come to them by myself; wherefore they thanked me
and praised me for my goodness. Then they brought out to me from among them two thousand dirhems (116) and | took them and went away..Quoth Ishac, 'Indeed, this
was of thy fair fortune. By Allah, | know not that which thou knowest in this craft!' Then he arose and going to a chest, brought out therefrom striped clothes of great price,
netted with jewels and great pearls, and said to her, 'In the name of God, don these, O my lady Tuhfeh.' So she arose and donned those clothes and veiled herself and went
up [with Ishac] to the palace of the Khalifate, where he made her stand without, whilst he himself went in to the Commander of the Faithful (with whom was Jaafer the
Barmecide) and kissing the earth before him, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, | have brought thee a damsel, never saw eyes her like for excellence in singing and
touching the lute; and her name is Tuhfeh." (186) 'And where," asked Er Reshed, 'is this Tuhfeh, who hath not her like in the world?' Quoth Ishac, "Yonder she stands, O
Commander of the Faithful;' and he acquainted the Khalif with her case from first to last. Then said Er Reshid, 'It is a marvel to hear thee praise a slave-girl after this
fashion. Admit her, so we may see her, for that the morning may not be hidden.".Then he turned back, pondering upon that sleeping youth, and coming to him, as he slept,
lighted down from his horse and sat down by him. He fixed his eyes upon his face and considered him awhile and said in himself, 'For aught | know, this youth may be Melik
Shah.' And he fell a-hemming and saying, 'Harkye, O youth!" Whereupon the sleeper awoke and sat up; and the eunuch said to him, 'Who is thy father in this village and
where is thy dwelling?' The youth sighed and answered, 'l am a stranger;' and the eunuch said, 'From what land art thou and who is thy father?' Quoth the other, 'l am from
such a land," and the eunuch ceased not to question him and he to answer him, till he was certified of him and knew him. So he rose and embraced him and kissed him and
wept over his case. Moreover, he told him that he was going about in quest of him and informed him that he was come privily from the king his mother's husband and that
his mother would be content [to know] that he was alive and well, though she saw him not..Now thieves had followed him, so they might rob him of his good, but availed not
unto aught; wherefore he went up to the old woman and kissed her head and exceeded in munificence to her. Then she [warned him of that which awaited strangers
entering the town and] said to him, 'l like not this for thee and | fear mischief for thee from these questions that the vizier hath appointed for the confrontation of the ignorant.’
And she expounded to him the case according to its fashion. Then said she to him, 'But have no concern: only carry me with thee to thy lodging, and if he question thee of
aught, whilst | am with thee, | will expound the answers to thee.' Se he carried her with him to the city and established her in his lodging and entreated her kindly..The news
reached his father, who said to him, 'O my son, this damsel to whom thy heart cleaveth is at thy commandment and we have power over her; so wait till | demand her [in
marriage] for thee.' But the prince said, 'l will not wait.' So his father hastened in the matter and sent to demand her of her father, who required of him a hundred thousand

dinars to his daughter's dowry. Quoth Bihzad's father, 'So be it," and paid down what was in his treasuries, and there remained to his charge but a little of the dower. So he
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said to his son, 'Have patience, O my son, till we gather together the rest of the money and send to fetch her to thee, for that she is become thine.' Therewith the prince
waxed exceeding wroth and said, 'l will not have patience;' so he took his sword and his spear and mounting his horse, went forth and fell to stopping the way, [so haply that
he might win what lacked of the dowry]..? ? ? ? ? My transports | conceal for fear of those thereon that spy; Yet down my cheeks the tears course still and still my case
bewray..? ? ? ? ? All hearkening to my word, obeying my command, In whatsoever thing is pleasing to my sight..Now this was at the beginning of the month, and when it
was the end thereof, Aboulhusn longed to drink wine and returning to his former usance, furnished his saloon and made ready food and let bring wine; then, going forth to
the bridge, he sat there, expecting one whom he should carouse withal, as of his wont. As he sat thus, behold, up came the Khalif [and Mesrour] to him; but Aboulhusn
saluted them not and said to them, "No welcome and no greeting to the perverters! (31) Ye are no other than devils." However, the Khalif accosted him and said to him, "O
my brother, did | not say to thee that | would return to thee?" Quoth Aboulhusn, "I have no need of thee; and as the byword says in verse:.As they were thus engaged,
behold, up came the dancers and mountebanks, with their pipes and drums, whilst one of their number forewent them, with a great banner in his hand, and played all
manner antics with his voice and limbs. When they came to the Courthouse, the Cadi exclaimed, "l seek refuge with God from yonder Satans!" And the merchant laughed,
but said nothing. Then they entered and saluting his highness the Cadi, kissed Alaeddin's hands and said, "God's blessing on thee, O son of our uncle! Indeed, thou
solacest our eyes in that which thou dost, and we beseech God to cause the glory of our lord the Cadi to endure, who hath honoured us by admitting thee to his alliance and
allotted us a part in his high rank and dignity." When the Cadi heard this talk, it bewildered his wit and he was confounded and his face flushed with anger and he said to his
son-in-law, "What words are these?" Quoth the merchant, "Knowest thou not, O my lord, that | am of this tribe? Indeed this man is the son of my mother's brother and that
other the son of my father's brother, and | am only reckoned of the merchants [by courtesy]!".4. The Three Apples xix.The draper answered with "Hearkening and
obedience" and going forth from the deputy's presence, betook himself to his shop and brought out thence [the casket and] somewhat considerable, which he removed to
his house. At break of day he arose and going to his shop, broke the lock and cried out and shrieked and called [on God for help,] till the folk assembled about him and all
who were in the city were present, whereupon he cried out to them, saying even as the prefect had bidden him; and this was bruited abroad. Then he made for the
prefecture and presenting himself before the chief of the police, cried out and complained and made a show of distraction..When it was the Nine hundred and thirtieth Night,
Shehrzad said, "O king, there is present in my thought a story which treateth of women's craft and wherein is a warning to whoso will be warned and an admonishment to
whoso will be admonished and whoso hath discernment; but | fear lest the hearing of this lessen me with the king and lower my rank in his esteem; yet | hope that this will
not be, for that it is a rare story. Women are indeed corruptresses; their craft and their cunning may not be set out nor their wiles known. Men enjoy their company and are
not careful to uphold them [in the right way], neither do they watch over them with all vigilance, but enjoy their company and take that which is agreeable and pay no heed to
that which is other than this. Indeed, they are like unto the crooked rib, which if thou go about to straighten, thou distortest it, and which if thou persist in seeking to redress,
thou breakest it; wherefore it behoveth the man of understanding to be silent concerning them.".Abou Sabir, Story of, i. 90..? ? ? ? ? Beauty her appanage is grown in its
entirety, And for this cause all hearts must bow to her arbitrament..? ? ? ? ? a. The Physician Douban xi.Midst colours, my colour excelleth in light, ii. 258..? ? ? ? ? How
long will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? The shepherd still his flocks forbids, and they obey his rede..? ? ? ? ? Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace | do
you greet. Said ye not truly, aforetime, that we should live and meet?.124. The Saint to whom God gave a Cloud to serve him and the Devout King cccclxxiii.Sons, The
Merchant and his, i. 81..Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare, iii. 211.Now he had a nurse, a foster-mother, on whose knees he had been reared, and she
was a woman of understanding and misdoubted of him, but dared not accost him [with questions]. So she went in to Shah Khatoun and finding her in yet sorrier plight than
he, asked her what was to do; but she refused to answer. However, the nurse gave not over coaxing and questioning her, till she exacted of her an oath of secrecy. So the
old woman swore to her that she would keep secret all that she should say to her, whereupon the queen related to her her history from first to last and told her that the
youth was her son. With this the old woman prostrated herself before her and said to her, 'This is an easy matter.' But the queen answered, saying, 'By Allah, O my mother,
| choose my destruction and that of my son rather than defend myself by avouching a thing whereof they will not credit me; for they will say, "She avoucheth this, but that
she may fend off reproach from herself" And nought will avail me but patience.' The old woman was moved by her speech and her intelligence and said to her, 'Indeed, O
my daughter, it is as thou sayst, and | hope in God that He will show forth the truth. Have patience and | will presently go in to the king and hear what he saith and contrive
somewhat in this matter, if it be the will of God the Most High.".Then she changed the measure and the mode [and played] so that she amazed the wits of those who were

present, and Queen Es Shuhba was moved to mirth and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight!" Then she returned to the first mode and improvised the following verses on

lay?.He found it every way complete and saw therein ten great trays, full of all fruits and cakes and all manner sweetmeats. So he sat down and ate thereof after the
measure of his sufficiency, and finding there three troops of singing-girls, was amazed and made the girls eat. Then he sat and the singers also seated themselves, whilst
the black slaves and the white slaves and the eunuchs and pages and boys stood, and the slave-girls, some of them, sat and some stood. The damsels sang and warbled
all manner melodies and the place answered them for the sweetness of the songs, whilst the pipes cried out and the lutes made accord with them, till it seemed to
Aboulhusn that he was in Paradise and his heart was cheered and his breast dilated. So he sported and joyance waxed on him and he bestowed dresses of honour on the
damsels and gave and bestowed, challenging this one and kissing that and toying with a third, plying one with wine and another with meat, till the night fell down..When the
company heard the seventh officer's story, they were moved to exceeding mirth, and El Melik ez Zahir Bibers rejoiced in that which he heard and said, '‘By Allah, there
betide things in this world, from which kings are shut out, by reason of their exalted station!" Then came forward another man from amongst the company and said, 'There
hath reached me from one of my friends another story bearing on the malice of women and their craft, and it is rarer and more extraordinary and more diverting than all that
hath been told to you.".An if my substance fail, no one there is will succour me, i. 6..The head wept exceeding sore and said, 'O my lady, indeed thou hast solaced my heart,

and | have nought but my life; so take it." Quoth she, 'An | but knew that thou wouldst bring me news of my lord Er Reshid, it were liefer to me than the empery of the world.'
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And the head answered her, saying, 'It shall be done as thou desirest.' Then it disappeared and returning to her at the last of the night, said, 'Know, O my lady, that | have
been to thy palace and have questioned one of the haunters thereof of the case of the Commander of the Faithful and that which befell him after thee; and he said, "When
the Commander of the Faithful came to Tuhfeh's lodging and found her not and saw no sign of her, he buffeted his face and head and rent his clothes. Now there was in thy
lodging the eunuch, the chief of thy household, and he cried out at him, saying, '‘Bring me Jaafer the Barmecide and his father and brother forthright.' The eunuch went out,
confounded in his wit for fear of the Commander of the Faithful, and whenas he came to Jaafer, he said to him, 'Come to the Commander of the Faithful, thou and thy father
and brother.' So they arose in haste and betaking themselves to the Khalif's presence, said to him, ‘'O Commander of the Faithful, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'There is that to
do which overpasseth description. Know that | locked the door and taking the key with me, betook myself to the daughter of mine uncle, with whom | lay the night; but, when
| arose in the morning and came and opened the door, | found no sign of Tuhfeh.' 'O Commander of the Faithful,' rejoined Jaafer, 'have patience, for that the damsel hath
been snatched away, and needs must she return, seeing she took the lute with her, and it is her [own] lute. The Jinn have assuredly carried her off and we trust in God the
Most High that she will return.’ Quoth the Khalif, ' This (221) is a thing that may nowise be' And he abode in her lodging, eating not neither drinking, what while the
Barmecides besought him to go forth to the folk; and he weepeth and abideth on this wise till she shall return.” This, then, is that which hath betided him after thee.".?0OF
THE SPEEDY RELIEF OF GOD..It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, ii. 51..0ld Woman and the Draper's Wife, The, ii. 55..?STORY OF THE HAWK AND
THE LOCUST..? ? ? ? ? He shot me with the shafts of looks launched from an eyebrow's (138) bow; A chamberlain (139) betwixt his eyes hath driven me to despair..God
keep the days of love-delight! How passing sweet they were! ii. 96.The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice blew, ii. 235..? ? ? ? ? u. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old
Child dcceexceviii.When El Aziz had sat awhile, he summoned the mamelukes of his son El Abbas, and they were five-and-twenty in number, besides half a score slave-girls,
as they were moons, five of whom the king had brought with him and other five he had left with the prince's mother. When the mamelukes came before him, he cast over
each of them a mantle of green brocade and bade them mount like horses of one and the same fashion and enter Baghdad and enquire concerning their lord El Abbas. So
they entered the city and passed through the [streets and] markets, and there abode in Baghdad nor old man nor boy but came forth to gaze on them and divert himself with
the sight of their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their aspect and of their clothes and horses, for that they were even as moons. They gave not over going till they
came to the royal palace, where they halted, and the king looked at them and seeing their beauty and the goodliness of their apparel and the brightness of their faces, said,
"Would I knew of which of the tribes these are!" And he bade the eunuch bring him news of them..Then Ishac went forth of the barrack and overtook Er Reshid [who had
foregone him]; and they walked till they came to their [landing-]place, where they embarked in the boat and fared on to Theghr el Khanekah. (177) As for the slave-dealer,
he sent the damsel to the house of Ishac en Nedim, whose slave-girls took her and carried her to the bath. Then each damsel gave her somewhat of her apparel and they
decked her with earrings and bracelets, so that she redoubled in beauty and became as she were the moon on the night of its full. When Ishac returned home from the
Khalifs palace, Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hand; and he saw that which the slave-girls had done with her and thanked them therefor and said to them, 'Let her be in
the house of instruction and bring her instruments of music, and if she be apt unto singing, teach her; and may God the Most High vouchsafe her health and weal!" So there
passed over her three months, what while she abode with him in the house of instruction, and they brought her the instruments of music. Moreover, as time went on, she
was vouchsafed health and soundness and her beauty waxed many times greater than before and her pallor was changed to white and red, so that she became a
ravishment to all who looked on her..When she had made an end of her song, she wept and Noureddin wept also. Then she took the lute and improvised and sang the
following verses:.? ? ? ? ? How long shall | anights distracted be for love Of thee? How long th' assaults of grief and woes abide?.Four sharpers once plotted against a
money-changer, a man of abounding wealth, and agreed upon a device for the taking of somewhat of his money. So one of them took an ass and laying on it a bag,
wherein was money, lighted down at the money-changer's shop and sought of him change for the money. The money- changer brought out to him the change and bartered
it with him, whilst the sharper was easy with him in the matter of the exchange, so he might give him confidence in himself. [As they were thus engaged,] up came the [other
three] sharpers and surrounded the ass; and one of them said, [t is] he,' and another said, 'Wait till I look at him.' Then he fell to looking on the ass and stroking him from
his mane to his crupper; whilst the third went up to him and handled him and felt him from head to tail, saying, ' Yes, [it is] in him.' Quoth another, ['Nay,] it is not in him." And
they gave not over doing the like of this..? ? ? ? ? d. The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the Poor Old Man dcccxcii.?THE FIRST OFFICER'S
STORY..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police dcv.Oft as my yearning waxeth, my heart consoleth me, ii. 228..? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste
Wife dixxx.77 The Draper and the Thief (234) dclxi.Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the Khalif EIl Maraoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The, iii. 171..? ? ? ? ? I'll say. If for my
loved ones' loss | rent my heart for dole,, SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR. (145).Ishac entered, he and his company, and seating themselves in the place of honour, amused
themselves by looking on the slave-girls and mamelukes and watching how they were sold, till the sale came to an end, when some of the folk went away and other some
sat. Then said the slave-dealer, ‘Let none sit with us except him who buyeth by the thousand [dinars] and upwards.' So those who were present withdrew and there
remained none but Er Reshid and his company; whereupon the slave-dealer called the damsel, after he had caused set her a chair of fawwak, (170) furnished with Greek
brocade, and it was as she were the sun shining in the clear sky. When she entered, she saluted and sitting down, took the lute and smote upon it, after she had touched its
strings and tuned it, so that all present were amazed. Then she sang thereto the following verses:.Then they displayed Dinarzad in a second and a third and a fourth dress
and she came forward, as she were the rising sun, and swayed coquettishly to and fro; and indeed she was even as saith the poet of her in the following
verses:.Accordingly, he made a banquet, and stationing himself in the man's way, invited him and carried him to his house, where they sat down and ate and drank and
abode in discourse. Presently, the young man said to the other, 'l hear that thou hast with thee a slave-girl, whom thou desirest to sell." And he answered, saying, 'By Allah,
O my lord, | have no mind to sell her!" Quoth the youth, 'l hear that she cost thee a thousand dinars, and | will give thee six hundred, to boot." And the other said, 'l sell her to
thee [at that price].' So they fetched notaries, who drew up the contract of sale, and the young man counted out to the girl's master half the purchase money, saying, 'Let her

be with thee till | complete to thee the rest of the price and take my slave-girl.' The other consented to this and took of him a bond for the rest of the money, and the girl
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abode with her master, on deposit..Then said he to Aboulhusn, "Praised be God who hath done away from thee that which irked thee and that | see thee in weal!" And
Aboulhusn said, "Never again will | take thee to boon-companion or sitting-mate; for the byword saith, 'Whoso stumbleth on a stone and returneth thereto, blame and
reproach be upon him." And thou, O my brother, nevermore will | entertain thee nor use companionship with thee, for that | have not found thy commerce propitious to me."
(32) But the Khalif blandished him and conjured him, redoubling words upon him with "Verily, | am thy guest; reject not the guest," till Aboulhusn took him and [carrying him
home], brought him into the saloon and set food before him and friendly entreated him in speech. Then he told him all that had befallen him, whilst the Khalif was like to die
of hidden laughter; after which Aboulhusn removed the tray of food and bringing the wine-tray, filled a cup and emptied it out three times, then gave it to the Khalif, saying,
"O boon-companion mine, | am thy slave and let not that which | am about to say irk thee, and be thou not vexed, neither do thou vex me." And he recited these verses:.The
Sixteenth Night of the Month..Lavish of House and Victual to one whom he knew not, The Man who was, i. 293..Before | entered this corporation, (149) | had a draper's
shop and there used to come to me a man whom | knew not, save by his face, and | would give him what he sought and have patience with him, till he could pay me. One
day, | foregathered with certain of my friends and we sat down to drink. So we drank and made merry and played at Tab; (150) and we made one of us Vizier and another
Sultan and a third headsman..? ? ? ? ? Our Lord, after sev'rance, with them hath conjoined us, for he who doth good Shall ne'er disappointed abide and kindnesses
kindness entail..Meanwhile, news came to his wife that her husband had taken service with King Such-an-one; so she arose and taking her two sons, (for she had given
birth to twin boys in his absence,) set out for those parts. As fate would have it, they happened upon an island and her husband came thither that very night in the ship.
[When the woman heard of the coming of the ship], she said to her children, 'This ship cometh from the country where your father is; so go ye to the sea-shore, that ye may
enquire of him." So they repaired to the sea-shore and [going up into the ship], fell to playing about it and occupied themselves with their play till the evening..One day, he
went forth in quest of certain stray camels of his and fared on all his day and night till eventide, when he [came to an Arab encampment and] was fain to seek hospitality of
one of the inhabitants. So he alighted at one of the tents of the camp and there came forth to him a man of short stature and loathly aspect, who saluted him and lodging
him in a corner of the tent, sat entertaining him with talk, the goodliest that might be. When his food was dressed, the Arab's wife brought it to the guest, and he looked at
the mistress of the tent and saw a favour than which no goodlier might be. Indeed, her beauty and grace and symmetry amazed him and he abode confounded, looking now
at her and now at her husband. When his looking grew long, the man said to him, 'Harkye, O son of the worthy! Occupy thyself with thine own concerns, for by me and this

woman hangeth a rare story, that is yet goodlier than that which thou seest of her beauty; and when we have made an end of our food, | will tell it thee.".? ? ? ? ? a. Story of

denied..?Story of the Merchant and His Sons..The company marvelled at the goodliness of his story and it pleased El Melik ez Zahir; and the prefect said, 'By Allah, this
story is extraordinary!" Then came forward the sixth officer and said to the company, 'Hear my story and that which befell me, to wit, that which befell such an one the
assessor, for it is rarer than this and stranger..118. The Jewish Cadi and his Pious Wife cccclxv.Merchant and the King, The Old Woman, the, i. 265..? ? ? ? ? | hope for
present (62) good [and bounty at thy hand,] For souls of men are still to present (63) good inclined..Dadbin (King) and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..? ? ? ? ? No good's in life
(to the counsel list of one who's purpose-whole,) An if thou be not drunken still and gladden not thy soul..”There was once, of old time, a hawk who made himself a nest hard
by that of a locust, and the latter gloried in his neighbourhood and betaking herself to him, saluted him and said, "O my lord and chief of the birds, indeed the nearness unto
thee delighteth me and thou honourest me with thy neighbourhood and my soul is fortified with thee." The hawk thanked her for this and there ensued friendship between
them. One day, the locust said to the hawk, "O chief of the birds, how cometh it that | see thee alone, solitary, having with thee no friend of thy kind of the birds, to whom
thou mayst incline in time of easance and of whom thou mayst seek succour in time of stress? Indeed, it is said, 'Man goeth about seeking the ease of his body and the
preservation of his strength, and in this there is nought more necessary to him than a friend who shall be the completion of his gladness and the mainstay of his life and on
whom shall be his dependence in his stress and in his ease.' Now |, albeit | ardently desire thy weal in that which beseemeth thy condition, yet am | weak [and unable] unto
that which the soul craveth; but, if thou wilt give me leave, | will seek out for thee one of the birds who shall be conformable unto thee in thy body and thy strength.” And the
hawk said, "I commit this to thee and rely upon thee therein.".? ? ? ? ? All for a wild deer's love, whose looks have snared me And on whose brows the morning glitters
bright. The Khalif marvelled at my speech and said, 'How great is this king! Indeed, his letter testifieth of him; and as for the magnificence of his dominion, thou hast
acquainted us with that which thou hast seen; so, by Allah, he hath been given both wisdom and dominion.' Then he bestowed on me largesse and dismissed me, so |
returned to my house and paid the poor-rate (216) and gave alms and abode in my former easy and pleasant case, forgetting the grievous stresses | had suffered. Yea, |
cast out from my heart the cares of travel and traffic and put away travail from my thought and gave myself up to eating and drinking and pleasure and delight.".When the
appointed day arrived, the chief of the police set apart for his officers a saloon, that had windows ranged in order and giving upon the garden, and El Melik ez Zahir came to
him, and he seated himself, he and the Sultan, in the alcove. Then the tables were spread unto them for eating and they ate; and when the cup went round amongst them
and their hearts were gladdened with meat and drink, they related that which was with them and discovered their secrets from concealment. The first to relate was a man, a
captain of the watch, by name Muineddin, whose heart was engrossed with the love of women; and he said, 'Harkye, all ye people of [various] degree, | will acquaint you
with an extraordinary affair which befell me aforetime. Know that.The eunuch fell a-weeping in the pit and the youth said to him, 'What is this weeping and what shall it profit
here?' Quoth the eunuch, 'l weep not for fear of death, but of pity for thee and the sorriness of thy case and because of thy mother's heart and for that which thou hast
suffered of horrors and that thy death should be this abject death, after the endurance of all manner stresses.' But the youth said, 'That which hath betided me was forewrit

to me and that which is written none hath power to efface; and if my term be advanced, none may avail to defer it.' (136) Then they passed that night and the following day
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mourning, will | or nill..To return to El Abbas, when he alighted from his charger, he put off his harness of war and rested awhile; after which he brought out a shirt of
Venetian silk and a gown of green damask and donning them, covered himself with a turban of Damietta stuff and girt his middle with a handkerchief. Then he went out
a-walking in the thoroughfares of Baghdad and fared on till he came to the bazaar of the merchants. There he found a merchant, with chess before him; so he stood
watching him and presently the other looked up at him and said to him, "O youth, what wilt thou stake upon the game?" And he answered, "Be it thine to decide." "Then be it
a hundred dinars," said the merchant, and El Abbas consented to him, whereupon quoth he, "O youth, produce the money, so the game may be fairly stablished.” So El
Abbas brought out a satin purse, wherein were a thousand dinars, and laid down an hundred dinars therefrom on the edge of the carpet, whilst the merchant did the like,
and indeed his reason fled for joy, whenas he saw the gold in El Abbas his possession..Ass, the Sharpers, the Money-Changer and the, ii. 41..IBN ES SEMMAK AND ER
RESHID. (161)
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